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Total Population:

8,720,000 

Youth Population:

1,692,000 

Youth Population (15-24) in %:

19.4% 

Median Age (years):

16.0 



Source: World Population Prospects (United Nations, New York, 2002)



Youth Focal Points

Governmental:

Ministry of Education
Magadishu, Somalia
Tel: 35042

Non-Governmental (NGOs):

Somali Revolutionary Youth Union (SRYU)
P.O. Box 1810
Mogadishu, Somalia



Statistics on Youth

Demographic Indicators:
Total Population 1995:

8,720,000 

Projected Population 2030:

24,407,000 

Youth Population (15-24) 1995:

19.4% 

Projected Youth Population 2030:

20.4% 

Male Population (15-24) 1995:

844,000 

Female Population (15-24) 1995:

848,000 

Median Age 1995 (years):

16.2 

Urban Population (15-24) 1995:

n/a 

Rural Population (15-24) 1995:

n/a 


Educational Indicators:
Education Compulsory Age (years):

6-14 

Illiterate Total (15+) 1995:

n/a 

Illiterate Males (15+) 1995:

n/a 

Illiterate Females (15+) 1995:

n/a 

Gross Enrolment 1994:
Secondary % of relevant age:

n/a 

Tertiary % of relevant age:

n/a 

Public Expenditure on Education:
As % of Current Government Expenditures:

n/a 

Expenditure on 2nd Level:

n/a 

Expenditure on 3rd Level:

n/a 


Employment Indicators:
Economic activity (15-19) in %:

M: 63%; F: 54% (2000) 

Economic activity (20-24) in %:

M: 87%; F: 62% (2000) 

Annual growth rate (15-19) in %:

M: 3.3%; F: 3.3% (1995-2000) 

Annual growth rate (20-24) in %:

n/a 

Youth and Labor Force in %:

M: 29%; F: 30% (2000) 

Total Unemployment in %:

n/a 

Youth Unemployment (15-19) in %:

n/a 

Youth Unemployment (20-14) in %:

n/a 


Health Indicators:
Male Life Expectancy (years) 1995:

47 

Female Life Expectancy (years) 1995:

50 

Birth Rate 1995:

n/a 

Infant Mortality Rate in %:

12.8 



National Youth Policy

Within the government, the Ministry of Education coordinates the national youth policy of Somalia in cooperation with other youth-serving ministries. 



National Youth and Student Coordinating Bodies:

The Somali Revolutionary Youth Union (SRYU) is the major youth movement in Somalia and is supported and sanctioned by the national government. The organization grew out of a Somali liberation movement called the Somali Youth Club, which was officially established in 1977. All young people including students and young workers are eligible to become a member or the youth organization. The SRYU is structured into a congress, an executive committee and an affiliated student section at schools and colleges. The objectives of the SRYU are to unite the youth of Somalia and to organize it at work and at school to contribute to the implemenation of the Somalia National Develpment Plan. Furthermore, they aim to encourage youth to promote and preserve national culture and resources and to cooperate with youth movements of other countries in the activities of global and regional organizations. The SRYU is engaged in such activities as arranging seminars and workshops, study groups, voluntary work projects regarding the national construction and social welfare. It participates in the national campaign against illiteracy and organizes exchanges with youth movements of other countries. On the regional and international level the SRYU is affiliated to the Pan African Movement (MJP), The All-African Student Union (AASU), the World Federation of Democratic Youth (WFDY) and the International Union of Students (IUS).

A contact list of youth organizations in Somalia follows:

Ministry of Education
Mogadishu, Somalia

Somali Red Crescent Youth Society (RCYS)
P.O. Box 932
Mogadishu, Somalia

Somali Revolutionary Youth Union (SRYU)
P.O. Box 1810
Mogadishu, Somalia
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